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20th Century Press Archives 
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Digital 20th Century Press Archives (PM20)

25.000 thematic folders (c. 1908-1949) about

 Persons
 General subjects and events
 Companies
 Products

More than 2 million scanned pages in these folders are available online
(plus about 10 million scanned pages, which are due to intellectual 
property rights accessible on ZBW premises only)



Long term sustainability?

Project 2004-2007: 
Specialized 
application for 
discovery and 
access, 
architecturally 
outdated and 
expensive to 
maintain
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http://webopac.hwwa.de/pressemappe20



Wikidata …

... is a free knowledge base that anyone can edit, forming a global open 
knowledge graph and supporting Wikipedia’s claim to allow everybody 
to access and to share into the sum of all knowledge

… is multilingual, has  currently ~ 90 million items and information in 
thousands of properties (items and properties extendable by users)

… provides a mechanism to link to other open databases and web 
resources via „external identifier“ properties
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Data donation to Wikidata: 
Moving PM20 to the Linked Open Data Cloud

PM20 metadata (CC0) is currently integrated into Wikidata, aiming at:
• link all folders of the collection to Wikidata, providing access to 

sources to Wikimedia projects and the general public
• add metadata from the folders (e.g., persons' birth dates) to the 

linked Wikidata items
ZBW will maintain
• Storage of digitized images, accessible via DFG Viewer or, in future, 

IIIF viewers
• Static „landing pages“, which will serve as reference for the 

metadata integrated into Wikidata
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First part of ZBW‘s data donation:
Persons Archive – completed 2019

 5266 links from Wikidata items to all existing person folders

 of these items, 1037 have no other external identifier links
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Wikidata enrichment from PM20 metadata

 More than 6000 WD statements sourced in PM20; from simple facts, 
like “birth date”, to complex relations between pre-existing items, 
e.g., for Friedrich Krupp AG (Q679201):



Wikidata as discovery and access layer for PM20: 
map of economists (WD open query interface)
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Query link (on Wikidata SPARQL endpoint – see also list of all PM20 economists)



Second part of ZBW‘s data donation:
Countries/subjects archive – currently underway

 This archive covered all countries and subcontinents
 ~ 9200 folders of it are digitally accessible
 each folder is defined by
 a geographical facet (one of ~460)
 a subject facet (one of ~1400)
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A PM20 folder in Wikidata
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A PM20 folder in Wikidata (cont.)
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A PM20 folder in Wikidata (cont.)
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https://pm20.zbw.eu/category/geo/s/B111
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https://pm20.zbw.eu/category/geo/s/B111



Folder view
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Wikiproject 20th Century Press Archives
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_20th_Century_Press_Archives



Wikidata als offene Infrastruktur – beitragen und 
nutzen

 Die Pressemappen und ihre Artikel ergänzen Wikidata mit Fakten 
und zahlreichen zeitgenössischen Quellen (auch für WP-AutorInnen)

 Wikidata bietet Kontext für die einzelnen Mappen –
vertrauenswürdig, umfassend aktualisiert und multilingual (mit Links 
zu Wikipedia in der Sprache der User)

 Die Last der Bereitstellung eines Discovery- und Accesslayers 
verlagert sich von der ZBW, wo PM20 eine Spezialanwendung war, 
zu Wikidata, wo PM20 ein kleiner Teil einer offenen Infrastruktur ist

 PM20 wird damit Teil eines Global Knowledge Graph – jede Mappe 
ein Knoten im Web of Linked Open Data
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Thanks!

Joachim Neubert
ZBW – Leibniz Information Centre for Economics
j.neubert@zbw.eu

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Jneubert
http://zbw.eu/labs/en/blog/20th-century-press-archives-data-donation-
to-wikidata


